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REPORT
OF

THE LIBRARIAN
OF

TRINITY COLLEGE
HARTFORD, CONN.

JUNE, 1908

The Reverend F. S. Luther, LL.D., President, Trinity
College, Hartford, Connecticut.
Sir :-In accordance with Title XV., Section 3, of the
Statutes of the College, I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report on the state of the Library, and the
ninth which it has been my privilege to make.
The event which has loomed largest in the library
history of the past twelve months, was, naturally, the fire
that occurred on May 22, 1907 and caused the temporary
disruption of our book collection. Its re ults have been
felt throughout the year and will continue to be felt for
some time to come in the internal economy of the library.
Although it is a more than twice-told tale for those of us
at the College, I have thought it proper to give here a brief
account of the occurrence both as a matter of college
history and for the information of the Alumni and others.
It has been the subject of the first question asked by every
alumnus whom I have met, and also by every library worker
who has been pared a similar experience.
The Trinity College Library occupies various rooms
on the first and second floors of the southern portion of
the main college building. It is divided into three principal
sections for administrative and storage purposes. At tht:.
extreme south end is the main stack, formerly the original
library quarters; it now comprises three floors each fully
shelved and containing in all about 35,000 volumes bound
and unbound, and some 30,000 unbound pamphlets.
Adjoining this is the present Reference and Reading Room,
formerly the J atural History Museum. This room is

divided, through the arrangement of the book cases, into
twelve alcoves, six on each side of the room with a wide
aisle between for reading tables. A stair case at each end
leads to the gallery which runs around three sides of the
room. In this room are shelved some w,ooo selected
volumes on all subjects but more particularly the later
literature on the subjects taught in the college together
with the encyclopaedias, dictionaries, indexes, and other
works of general reference. Adjoining the Reference Room
on the north are four smaller rooms, formerly used as
class rooms, but now constituting the third main section
of the library quarters. They contain the sheep-bound
set of Congressional documents, all the college catalogues
and other educational literature, and several hundred
volumes awaiting cataloguing or other final disposition.
These four rooms were in no way injured by fire or water,
but were, of course, thrown into some confusion afterwards
through having thousands of volumes from the other parts
of the library stacked up on their floors, window-seats, and
empty shelves.
Directly over the Reference Room and on the third
floor of the building are two recitation rooms. It was in
the roof above one of these rooms that the fire occurred,
caused, it is thought, by a blow-pipe, used by tinners who
were working on the roof. The flame probably fired the
tarred paper underneath the slate, and gradually eat its way
into the timber and wood work. When discovered, the
fire was under full headway in a most inaccessible place
between the roof and ceiling of the room below. The
hydrant pressure was so slight that the firemen first on
the scene had little success in staying the fire's progress
until the arrival of the combination chemical engine. But
as the flames were obviously spreading into other sections
between roof and ceiling, ladders were fixed to the slates
and the firemen cutting several large holes with their axes.
a deluge of water was poured in which resulted in getting
the blaze under control after a two-hours hard fight.
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Soon after the firemen began playing their hose on the
part of the roof and the room most affected, the water
began to pour into the other rooms on the third floor and
down the staircase. Next it found its way through the
floors and canl'e trickling through into the Reference Room
and portions of the stacks. At first it seemed necessary
only to remove the books from beneath the places where the
water was penetrating, but in a very short space of time
it was pouring down from a hundred places in such torrents
that it was said a person walking the length cf the room
once would be drenched to the skin.
othing could be
done to cover the books; the one sure thing to save them
was removal, so, forming lines at every window, the 175
students and score of professors passed out the volumes
in armfulls as quickly as possible. Any attempt at order
was out of the question under the circumstances, and the
books were tumbled, tossed, thrown, and heaped up on the
campus at a safe distance from the building. In the stack
room, where there are three floors, one rescuer would
throw an armful of books to another on the floor below,
who in turn threw them to a man on the first floor or at a
window, where they were started up the line and so out
on the lawn. In an astonishingly short space of time 40,000
volumes and as many unbound pamphlets were thus
removed, and lay scattered about on the campus. When
the fire was over and all danger passed, the students cheerfully again formed lines, and the books were carried into
the rooms of the third section of the library, and other
rooms on the first floor, and there stacked up <'.nd packed
in great heaps and masses. The spirit of all who helped
in the work was most excellent and praiseworthy; their
presence and expedition practically saved our collection
from almost total ruin.
Although no fire had touched the library quarters
proper, the stack and Reference Room were soaked, the
book-ca es drenched, the ceiling broken, and the whole
place a sodden, dirty, cinder-covered wreck. It was found
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the next day that the stack had suffered little or no damage,
so after it had dried up, all the books that had been stored
in non-library rooms were transferred there under the
direction of my assistant, Mr. Grosvenor Buck, 'o8, and
placed on the shelves, but, of course, without order of any
kind. They were shelved as found, and a more awe inspiring example of bookish chaos cannot be imagined.
Three days after the fire the librarian, who was absent
when the catastrophe occurred, returned and formed plans
for restoring order. The next morning work began. A
corps of a dozen students were given instructions (I) to
sort out and set aside every book, pamphlet, or number of
a periodical which showed signs of damage caused by the
fire, water, cinders, or handling; (2) to sort all others into
three grand divisions, viz.: (I) those whose labels and
marks showed that they belonged in the stack, (2) those
that belonged in the Reference Room, and (3) unmarked
material, bound or unbound. This sorting was carried on
simultaneously in the four rooms of the north section and
on the three floors of the stack. The Reference Room was
in the hands of carpenters, painters, and masons until July
5th. All the work had to be done under cramped, crowded,
and very dirty conditions, and at very irregular intervals.
Continuous work was not possible as the student helpers
had to attend their recitations or prepare for them.
About a thousand volumes were selected by the sorters
as probably damaged by the fire, water, or handling, and
the librarian began his examination of them. They were
gradually divided into three groups : (1) those which the
librarian, though they looked to the sorters like damaged
books, and really were such, knew had been in that condition
prior to the fire; (2) those only slightly damaged, which
could be readily repaired at the Library; (3) those which
the librarian knew had been water-soaked, stained, or hurt
during the recent upheaval.

7

It was found that three hundred and ninety-eight
volumes were so injured that entire rebinding was necessary.
Forty-eight volumes had either been damaged beyond
repair or had lost a considerable portion of their contents,
making entirely new copies necessary.
It was impossible to estimate with accuracy the loss
and damage in the case of single numbers of unbound
periodicals. The insurance companies were pressing daily
for an immediate statement of our claim, and things had
to be done in a hurry. Accordingly, after a rough examination of this material, a claim was made for $wo. as the
e timated co t of supplying new copies. Later investigation proved that this sum was not excessive.
The estimated cost of replacing the forty-eight volumes
which had lost a portion of their contents was put at $62-40.
In practically no instance could an exact duplicate copy
of the damaged book be secured from its publishers; hence
it wa necessary to assume replacement by a moderatepriced current edition. In several instances where there
was no modern edition of a 17th or 18th century book, and
where the dealers' and auction catalogues failed to indicate
a probable estimate of cost, no claim whatever was made.
Estimating the cost of rebinding the 398 damaged
volumes was, of course, a very simple matter. The firm
which does the bulk of the binding for the college library
was a ked to ubmit schedules of prices for the various
izes of book , one showing cost of cloth binding, another
that of leather binding. The total claim for damage to the
books made to the insurance companies amounted to
442.35. The damage was caused chiefly by the quick,
rough handling while taking them out of the building
during the fire. Less than a hundred volumes were hurt
by the water. In the case of the modern cloth and buckram
bound books the water caused the colors to run and soile(l
the edges and the pages badly. This did not appear to
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happen with the morocco bound volumes. The morocco
and cloth bound volumes stood the handling splendidly.
but the covers of the older books bound in calf or sheep
fell away at the first touch. They came off with the ease
and grace of autumn leaves.
The estimate of what the labor would be to restore
the library to its former condition of order was a more
puzzling matter. The service would have to be studenthelp, and this could be secured consecutively only during
the three summer months. After that it would be intermittent and irregular. After careful consideration a claim
for $r,2oo. was made, the estimate being for five helpers
at $ro. per week for six months. The insurance adjusters,
as soon as the whole statement was placed before them and
explained, made prompt payment without a question.
In the meantime continued sorting of the books was
going on. After the first general sorting, mentioned above,
the following procedure was observed. The stack books
are classified according to the Dewey system. When
these had been separated from the other books, the workers
began to sort out the books in those classes which are
most numerous with us, e. g.: Literature, Language,
B:istory, etc. When these were done the other classes were
sorted out, attention being paid only to the first figure of
the class mark. The same method was followed with the
Reference Room books which are classified according to
the Cutter system. The first groups in this case were
Literature, History, and the Classics. The third general
sorting was into groups according to the two first letters
or figures of the class marks. When this was completed
it was possible to begin replacillg the books on the shelves.
At this point it became apparent that working in such
close and cramped quarters as we were, a large force of
helpers was a hindrance rather than a help. So at the end
of four weeks the force was reduced to three in addition
to the librarian. On July 5, the Reference Room being
ready for occupancy once more, rearrangement of the books
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belonging there was begun. Class Y, Literature, was taken
first, and it took the three helpers five and one-half hours
to transfer the books of this class from the various places
where they had been sorted and bring them altogether on
the gallery floor. Other groups were likewise assembled
on the first floor and the final rearrangement began. One
man read the call number and title from the shelf-list, and
others found the book and grouped it, and as soon as a class
was completed the books were shelved. When a book was
not found or accounted for, its card was taken from the
shelf-list and put aside for later investigation.
The restoration of the Reference Room was completed
in just ten days. In the stack the method followed was
exactly the same as that in the Reference Room only it
proceeded much more slowly. But by the first of October
thing were in good order externally, and the Library was
ready for use although much sorting, recording, and clerical
work still remained to be done.
Since October, 1907, we have, in addition to the regular
work of the college year, prepared the damaged books for
the binders; partly rearranged the cards in the old catalogue, which, not being on rods, was badly "pied" when
the trays were hustled out during the fire; and done something toward getting the unbound periodicals together and
listing their missing numbers.
The practical lessons of this experience for us are, in
my opinion, the following: Fir t, the present location and
general housing of the college library are dangerous,
exposed, uneconomical, and unworthy of a collection of
books which, whatever its special weaknesses and defects,
is in the main a very valuable and useful one. Secondly,
such an upheaval brings to light in an unpleasant way all
the weaknesses due to lack of sufficient help in administering and caring for the collection. Uncatalogued and unclassified books and pamphlets, incomplete records and
indexes, and other partially completed work all rise up in
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bold relief, make the labor of restoration doubly burdensome, and leave an inheritance of uncertainty as to what
we had or what we lost that is extremely harmful to the
usefulness and effectiveness of the library as an aid to
instruction and research . Thirdly, the extensive amount
. of unbound material complicated an already complex
situation almost beyond the bounds of sufferance. From
this date· on, I shall ask the Library Committee to ·approve
a much larger annual expenditure for binding than I have
ever done before, and I shall also ask authorization to
dispose of much ephemeral printed matter which we either
cannot afford to bind, or whose incompleteness renders
it nearly worse than useless as a literary tool. It will be
far more sensible to possess less material but to know
exactly what that material is and to have it in condition ,
for instant use, than to go on heaping up a huge total, a
large part of which cannot possibly be recorded, bound,
or made accessible for those who may need it.

ATTENDANCE
The surpnsmg event of the year was the very great
increase in the use of the library. The difference was
noticeable in the first month of college work and continued
so throughout the other months. The causes are both
interesting and significant. It is due, first, to the fact that
more students are faithfully endeavorir.g to carry out the
requirements of their instructors in the matter of assigned
and suggested reading and study. The extent to which
thi reading shows results in the classrooms and on examination papers is a subject outside my especial province;
but I feel confident that more students are doing more
work, that they are being brought into more intimate
contact with the literature of the subjects of :nstruction ,
and that they are deriving greater educational benefit

11

therefrom, than at any other period m the history of the
institution.
A second reason for this increased use of the collection is that there has been a "renaissance" in recent years
in the matter of general reading. By general reading
I mean reading that is not required as a part of the college
work, reading which is chosen deliberately or accidentally
by the student himself. One cannot put one's finger on
all the reasons for this gratifying result, but there are
certainly two things which have contributed to it. The
methods of modern instruction in the classroom lend themselves to the raising or suggesting of many topics and
lines of thought which are not further pursued in detail
or often at all in the work of the course. But these and
other things taken up or arising from the college teaching
are very frequently the subjects which students afterwards
look up for themselves or for which they come to me for
material and information. The second contributory influence to general reading and intellectual recreation is the
entire freedom of access which the students here have to
the books on the shelves. Vexing restrictions on the
consultation and handling of the books are, as they should
be, conspicuous by their absence. The least possible
between the man and the book, is the proper rule in college
library work and our results fully justify the practice of
open shelves and free access to them. To this feature is
also due, I believe, the reappearance amongst us of the
"browsing" youth, that tradition of the past which some
have recently thought was as extinct as the great auk.
Books behind bars or a network of restrictions are as effective a device for chilling and discouraging intellectual
curiosity and interest as can well be conceived.
There is still another reason for the increased attendance. The students are more and more using the library
for study purposes unconnected with the required reading
of non-textbook material. By constant insistance upon
the point, we have succeeded in creating a tradition and
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understanding among the students that quietness within
the library must be the first consideration with all who
use it, and, in spite of many hindrances, a quiet, studious
:atmosphere is attained the greater part of the time. Conversation is restricted to only what is absolutely necessary,
·and, whenever possible, this is carried on in other rooms
·than the one where reading and study is going on. The
students for the most part appreciate the condition anrl
help in its attainment. The result is that many of them
prefer to do all their studying in the library, as it is the
·one p1ace where they are assured of freedom from noise
·and interruption. We have thus largely overcome one
'Of the most serious faults of the average public institution,
viz.: a perpetual hum and bustle.
An annoying hindrance to a more perfect realization
,of the quiet we desire, is the present proximity of the
library .rooms to other busy sections of the building.
Directly above us are two large class rooms and every
foot step on their floors is plainly audible in the library.
Adjoining each end of our room are the staircases leading
to these class rooms, and the noise and commotion necessarily proceeding from large classes going up or coming
down two flights of stairs breaks in on our quietness with
disturbing frequency. I see no way of obviating the
.difficulty.
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ATTE IDANCE RECORD, 1907-8.
Faculty
Date

&

1907-8

Others

September,!
October,
N ovember,
D ecember,2
J anua ry,
February,
Ma rch,
A pri!,3
May,

106
126
71
II 2

17
374
327
242
271
257
338
184
257

T otals,

8o7

2,267

1

12
99
107

Freshmen

77
97

Freshman
All
other percentage
Stud ents of Students.

so

25o/o

797

31 o/o

9II
603

28o/o

26o/o

792

26o/o
26o/o
26o/o
26o/o
24'1o

6,o88

26o/o

772
705
946
512

F or four days. 2 For twenty days.

Day

Eve.

Total.

65
1037
1078
771
918
II95
641
917

14
233
267
151
222
18o
215
126
244

1270
1345
922
II40
I068
1410
767
II61

7,510

1,652

9,162

888

79

3 For eighteen days.

ATTE DA CE, ANNUAL SUMMARY.
1899-oo.
1,844

1900·01.
3,074
239

19(H-02.
3,141
685

1902-03.
3.413
293

1903·04:.
3,328
494

T ota ls,

1,844

3,313

3,826

3,700

3,822

Day,
Even ing,

1904-05.
3,855
84o

1905· 00.
3,928
700

1g00-07.
4.405
1,II2

1907-o8.
7,510
1,652

Totals,

4.695

4,634

5,517

9,162

D ay,
E vening,

I NCREASE OF THE LIBRARY.
During the year, there have been added to the collecti on a total of 156o volumes, 1186 pamphlets, and 5 maps.
Of th ese, 833 completed volumes were purchased, and 727
volumes, 1186 pamphlets, 5 maps were presented.
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The greater part of the purchases were of books
necessary in connection with the current work of the several
departments of instruction. No especially large or unusual
purchase was made this year, although a considerable
number of the books bought were rather high priced. The
most expensive purchase was a set of the "American
Chemical Journal," volumes 1 to 26. The college already
possessed the succeeding volumes of the series and it
was highly desirable to complete this set before its price
became prohibitive for us. Through the . courtesy of
Professor Riggs the twenty-six volumes needed were
secured for $I<X>.-a sum considerably below their current
market value. Among the other books bought were the
following:

Bartholomew, ]. G.

Atlas of the world's commerce. 1907.

Bronte sisters. Complete works, with Life of C. Bronte.
12 v. 1905·
Burgess, ]. W. Political science and comparative constitutional law. 2 v. 1890.
v . 1-2. I907·

Catholic encyclopaedia, The.

Engel, E. Geschichte der deutschen Literatur.
Fielding, H.

Works. I2 v. I903.

Gibbs, J. W.

Scientific papers.

Goodchild & Tweeney.
dictionary.
Hart, A. B.

and

Ireland, A.

scientific

Jation. v . r I-27. I9Q6-7.

Dictionnaire general de Ia langue

Histoire litteraire de France. v . 33·
Ibsen, H.

v. I907.

v. I906.

Technological

The American

Hatzfeld-Darmesteter.
franc;aise . 2 v.

2

2

Collected Works. I I v. I907-8.
Colonial Administration .

2

v. 1907.
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Jahn, 0. et Michaelis, A.
descripta, 1901.

Arx Athenarum a Pausania

Journal of philosophy, psychology and scientific methods.
5 v. 1904-8.
Laborde, Comte de.
2 v. 1854·

Athenes aux 15e, 16e et 17e siecles.

Lea, H. C. History of the Inquisition of Spain. 4 v. 19o6-7.
Michaelis-Passy. Dictionnaire phonetique de la langue
franc;aise. 1897.
Modern language review. v. 1-2. 1906-7.
Modern philology. v. 1-5. 1903-7.
Moliere, J. B. P. de.

Oeuvres. Nouv. ed. 14 v. 1875- '907.

Monografia della citta di Roma. 2 v. 1878.
Nouveau Larousse illustre. 8 v.
Omont, H. Athenes au XVIIe siecle. Vues et plans. 1898.
Petit de Julleville, L' Histoire de Ia langue et de Ia litterature franc;aise. 8 v. 1896-99.
Philologus.
Zeitschrift fiir das classische Alterthum.
Neue Folge. v. 1-19. 1889-1906.
Platner, E. et Bunsen, C. Beschreibung der Stadt Rom.
7 v. 1829-42.
Richardson, S. Iovels. 20 v. 1902.
Rogers, W. Pumps and hydraulics.

2

v. 1905·

Scribner's Magazine. v. 1-38. 1887-1905.
Seilhamer, G. 0. History of the American Theater, 17691897. 3 v.
Skinner, F. Vl. Bridge construction. 2 v. 1904-6.
Thackeray, W. M. Complete works. 26 v. 1903.
Vernon-Harcourt, L. F . Sanitary engineering with respect
to water supply. 1907.
World's Work, The. v. 1-12. 1900-05.
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Appendix II., gives the customary list of donors for
the year, and in Appendix I., there will be found additional
record of the generosity of the friends of the library in
presenting many important journals and periodicals.
Mr. T. W . Goodridge, '92, presented a splendid copy
of St. Jerome's "Epistolae et Tractatus," which had
formerly belonged to his father, the Rev. Edward
Goodridge, '6o. This copy is of the edition printed at Rome
in 1476; it is a beautiful specimen of early printing and a
valuable addition to our collection of Incunabula.
Dr. Heyward Scudder, '91, has continued to present
the works of contemporary Italian authors, and, as modern
Italian literature is not a subject ordinarily represented in
our book buying, Dr. Scudder's gifts in this field are particularly welcome.
From Professor Huizinga we have received a gift which
is extremely interesting in its relation to both English and
continental literature, viz.: the classical Dutch translation
of Shakespeare's works : De W erken van William Shakespeare. Vertaald door Dr. L. A. ]. Burgersdijk. Derde, op
nieuw herziene Druk. 2 v. Leiden. 80.
Just as the last pages of this report were being written
the following letter was received:

,-I

Boston, Mass.,
May 26th, 1908.

To the Librarian,
Dear Sir:I am sending you two ( 2) boxes
of books by freight, hoping that they will prove useful to
the College Library. In this collection there are, in addition
to books of a miscellaneous nature, an edition of "Plutarch's
Lives," set of "Schiller's Works," set of Hudson's Shakespeare," set of "Henry George's Works," set of "The English

17

Poets," set of "American Eloquence," set of "Picturesque·
America, ' partial set of "Waverly
ovels." There are
also a few books and pamphlets which I used in the preparation of my last book, "The Italian Lakes."
With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
W. D. McCrackan, '85.
As the boxes have not yet been unpacked, a detaileJ
tatement of this generous gift of Mr. McCrackan must
be deferred until a later occasion.
The recent growth and present extent of the Library
are shown in the ensuing table:

Year

18g,j-18g5
1895-1896
18g6-18g7
18g7-18g8
18g8-18gg
1899-1900
1900-1901
1901-1902
1902-1903
1903-1904
1904-1905
1905-1!)06
1g00-1907
1907-1908

Purchased
Vols.

Given
Vols.

Pphs.

267

297

172
246
196
102
173
491
483
307
703
635
672

8oo

418
796
520
1,o6o
724
1,421
1,999
1,223
922
910
1,og8
2,002

833

727

500
500
500
500
700
335
755
1,095
912
654
1,446
1,248
1,312
1,186

Annual
lncrtase.
Vols.
Pphs.

Total Number
in Library.
Pphs.
Vols.

564

36,172
36,762
37,8o4
38,520
39,682
40,736
42,648
45,130
46,600
48,285
49,804
51,574

590
1,042
716
1,162
897
1,912
2,482
1,530
1,625
1,519
1,770
3,402
1,500

500
500
500
500
700
335
755
1,095
912
655
1,446
1,248
1,312
1,186

54,976
56,536

23,500•
24,000
24,500
25,000

26,000
26,335
27,090
28,185
29,097'
29,752
31,1g8·
32,446
33,758'
34,944

CATALOGUING
The amount of cataloguing done has been much less
than was necessary, but it was a physical impossibility
to do more. The additional work imposed on us, both as
a result of the fire and as an automatic consequence of the
increased attendance, reduced the time available for duties
connected with the care and arrangement of the collection.
I very much fear that our arrears in this important matter·
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of cataloguing will make trouble for us in the future and
be a constant element of annoyance, but the present situation cannot be helped under existing circumstances.

Material Catalogued,
Books acquired, 1907-8,
Clark gift, 1906-7,
Totals,

Titles.
469
173
642

Vols.
878
234
I,II2

Cards.
576
197
773

Shelf list
cards.
470
173
643

BINDING
The binding done has amounted to 214 volumes
·Of the current periodicals most frequently used or whose
value justified their being put into book form at once in
·o rder to save possible loss or destruction of the single
numbers. My experience shows that as a general rule it
is easier to replace a whole volume than a single number,
·and that frequently the single number, when out of print.
costs more to replace than the entire volume of which it
forms a part.
The preparation of the books that were damaged as
a result of the fire was a long and tedious piece of work
that for i:he most part had to be done outside the regular
library hours. It involved .making a · complete list of the
four hundred damaged volumes, so that in case the bindery
to which they were sent should be destroyed by fire, we
should know what to make proper claim for. In addition.
directions were written out in the case of each work showing
what materials, color, lettering, etc., were to be used in
the rebinding. This work was completed during the
..Christmas vacation and the books packed and sent to
Boston. The labeling and restoring them to their proper
places on the shelves will probably form part of the work
of the next academic year.
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ASSIST ANTS.
The principal student assistants during the year ha'"e
been Messrs. Grosvenor Buck, T. M. Phillips, and H. I.
Skilton. To Mr. Buck I owe an especial mention for the
faithfulness and heartiness with which he has responded
to every call I have made upon him, and my requests have
been both many and burdensome. Messrs. Buck, Phillips,
and H. L . Thompson, '07, were the three assistants who
carried out the work of restoring order after the fire. All
through the hot days of July and August they labored
with a cheerfulness, loyalty, and willingness that I shall
always remember with pleasure and appreciation. These
students all leave college in June, and the task of training
their successors begins again next year.
I do not desire to discuss in detail the much debated
question of "student assistants" in college libraries. But,
while freely granting that much necessary and useful
routine work is performed by them, I believe it to be an
extremely poor policy for any library to depend upon them
to the extent that we are obliged to. Judged by the
standard of service in any modern business enterprise, our
system is wasteful of valuable time and human energy,
is lacking in continuity, and fails to create that pride in
the work done and esprit de corps which are absolute essentials. I say this without the slightest personal reflection
upon the students who have assisted me. They have all
done their best and no more could be asked of them; it is
not they who have been at fault but the system. And it
is not without significance that many of them, having come .
to realize thro1:1gh their own experience the defects of this
kind of service, have condemned it much more harshly
than I should think it proper to do.
In the several reports it has been my privilege to
present to you, I have endeavored always to present chiefly
the brighter side of the Library's work and condition.
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Occasionally, however, it has seemed proper to sound a •
warning note when serious difficulties were plainly in sight.
Two years ago I said that a larger endowment, a library
building, and an increased working force would confront
us as necessities within five years. That warning must
be repeated, more particularly in respect to the need for
a permanent, trained library assistant. The amount of
current work to be done, the time that must be devoted
to helping the students, and the varied demands of the
instructors are increasing by leaps and bounds. The year
ends with an extent of undone or half-done work that is ·
most unsatisfactory. It is neither pleasant nor inspiring
to labor year after year, making a useless and endless effort
to accomplish something that is entirely beyond the
physical powers of one man to do satisfactorily and as
conditions demand that it should be done . I believe that
circumstances amply justify the employment of a salaried
assistant, and I urgently request that this matter be considered by the Corporation just as soon as they can settle
or dispose of matters of graver importance to the College
as a whole. When this additional help is provided I can
bring about improvements that will be felt in manydirections.

'
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, I have only to say at this time that
the several needs of the library will probably be brought to ·
your attention more frequently than in the past, because
the conditions which give rise to them will constantly
become more acute. But the College Library has never
made unnecessary requests and has never demanded a disproportionate share of the free income of the Corporation.
It is, as a matter of fact, receiving less than its fair share
of that income. A recent investigation of library conditions
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in leading universities and colleges shows that of their
total annual expenditures (excluding permanent additions
to the plant), Princeton devote 9.2 % to its library;
Harvard, 9.1 % ; Wesleyan, 8-43 9"o ; Columbia, 7.69"o ;
Amherst, 6.6 9"o ; and Yale S·S 9"o . Our Treasurer's report
for 1906-7 shows that our library expenditure was only
3·7 % of the total cost of the institution for that year. I
think that percentage could be increased several points
without injustice to other interests, and I trust that the
financial condition of the College will permit of such
increase in the not distant future.
The as istance that I have received from the Treasurer's office has been invaluable. The work that this report
chronicles could not have been accomplished without that
help. With her customary accuracy and neatness, Miss
Burt has typewritten from dictation or rough, manuscript
notes all the business correspondence, catalogue cards,
lists of books sent to the binders, and other necessary
clerical work. It is both a duty and a pleasure to record
how helpful her services have been and how well they
have been performed.
Permit me, also, to a sure you of my cordial appre·
.ciation of the help and counsel that you and Professor
Riggs, of the Library Committee, and Mr. Waterman have
;given me throughout this busy and not uneventful year.
All of which is respectfully submitted,
William N ewnham Carlton.
Librarian.
June

I,

1908.

APPENDIX I.
Periodicals Received, 1907-8.
NoTE: The following figures explain the sources whence the
Journals are derived:
* Purchased with the income from the book funds.
t Gift of the publishers.
Deposited by the Rev. Henry Ferguson, '68.
2 Gift of the Rev. Henry Ferguson, '68.
3 Gift of the United States Government.
4 Gift of Professor R. B. Riggs.
5 Gift of the Rev. Professor I. T. Beckwith.
G Gift of Professor H. A. Perkins.
7 Gift of Professor F. C. Babbitt.
s Gift of the family of E. S. Clark, '65.
9 Gift of ]. ]. Goodwin, Esq., of Hartford.
10 Gift of H. Sotheran & Co., London, Eng.
11 Gift of Professor G. A. Kleene.
12 Gift of a member of the Junior Class.
13 Deposited by the Department of Economics.
14 Gift of the Rev. Professor E. T. Merrill.
15 Gift of Professo r Arthur Adams.
16 Gift of E. F. Waterman, 'g8.
Vols.
t Advocate
lAmerican
*American
tAmerican
*American
IAmerican
5American
*American
*American
*American
*American
*American
lAmerican
2American

of Peace,
Economic Association Publications,
Chemical Journal,
Economist,
Folk Lore Society Journal,
Historical Review,
Journal of Archaxllogy,
Journal of Philology,
Journal of Physiology,
Journal of Science,
Mathematical Monthly,
Naturalist,
Political Science Review,
Statistical Association Publications,

I

2

2

I

I

3

z
I

I
I

I

2H

Vols.
2
*Anatomischer Anzeiger,
*Annalen der Physik und Chemie (mit Beiblatter),
4
*Annales de Chimie et de Physique,
3
*Annals of Mathematics,
1Annals of the Am. Academy of Political and Social Science,
2
*Archiv fiir die gesamte Psychologie,
2
*Archiv fi.ir lateinische Lexikographie und Grammatik (Irregular)
*Athemeum (London),
2
*Atlantic Monthly,
2
*Berliner philologische Wochenschrift,
tBoston Public Library. Monthly Bulletin,
3Catalogue of Copyright Entries,
3Catalogue of United States Public Documents,
*Cement Age,
*Century Magazine,
llCharities, and the Commons,
*Chemical News,
*Chemical Society (London) Journal,
*Chemisches Central-Blatt, .
tChicago. City of Chicago Statistics,
tChurch Times,
tChurchman, The,
*Classical Philology,
*Cias ical Review,
12Collier' ·weekly,
tColumbia University Quarterly,
*Commercial and Financial Chronicle,
SCongressional Record,
*Connecticut Magazine,
tConnecticut State Board of Health Bulletin,
*Cumulative Book Index,
4Current Literature,
*Dial, .
13Economic Journal,
*Edinburgh Review,
*Educational Review,
tElectric Journal,
6Electrical World,
tElectrochemical and Metallurgical Industry,
*Engineering Magazine,
*Engineering News,

8
2
2

3
2

3
4

2

2
I

2

4

2
2

2
2
2

2
2

24

Vols.
*Engineering Record,
5Forestry and Irrigation,
5Guardian, The (London),
tHartford Seminary Record,
7Harvard Graduates' Magazine,
tHoly Cross Magazine,
Illustrazione Italiana, L',
tindian's Friend,
*Insurance Journal,
*International Journal of Ethics,
13Jahrbiicher fiir Iationalokonomie und Statistik,
tJohns Hopkins University Circulars,
*Journal de Physique theorique et appliquee,
5Journal of Biblical Literature, .
*Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scientific Methods,
13Journal of Political Economy, .
*Journal of the Royal Microscopical Society,
*Library Journal,
*Literary Digest,
l4Living Age,
*London, Edinburgh, and Dublin Philosophical Magazine,
· 2London Times (Weekly edition),
*Magazine of History (N. Y.),
*Maitre Phonetique, Le,
tMassachusetts State Board of Health Bulletin,
tMedicaJ Times, .
11Michigan Alumnus,
*Mind,
*Modern Language otes,
15Modern Language Review,
15Modern Philology,
* ation (N. Y.),
*Nature,
tNebraska, University of. University Studies,
9New England Historical and Genealogical Register,
*North American Review,
tOur Dumb Animals,
4Qutlook,
·tPennsylvania Dept. of Agriculture. Monthly Bulletin,

2

2

2

2

2

4
2

2
2

2
2

3

3

25
Vols.
*Philologus,
*Philosophical Review,
!Political Science Quarterly,
*Popular Astronomy, .
*Popular Science Monthly,
11Power,
t Protectionist, The,
*Psychological Bulletin,
*Psychological Review,
lOPublishers' Circular and Booksellers' Record,
*Publishers' Weekly,

2

2

2

2

*Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science,
*Quarterly Review,

I

2

·6Radium, Le.,
*Rheinisches Museum fiir Philologie,
*Romania,
4School Science and Mathematics,
4Science,
*Scientific American (and Supplement),
*Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies.
*Spectator (London),
~>Spirit of Missions,

2

4

Journal,

tTechnology Review,
tTrinity Tablet,
tTrinity Tripod,
3United States.
3United States.

Bulletin of the Department of Labor,
Monthly Bulletin of the Bureau of American

~~~

3United States. Monthly Consular and Trade Reports,
3United States Monthly Summary of Commerce and Finance,
3United States. Public Health Reports,
16Wall Street Journal, .
tWilliam and Mary College Quarterly,

I

2

I

I
2

2

4
4
2
2
I

tYale University Bulletin, .
*Zeit chrift der deutschen morgenliindischen Gesellschaft,
*Zeitschrift fiir analytische Chemic,
*Zeitschrift fiir anorganische Chemie,
*Zeitschrift fiir wissenschaftliche Zoologic,
*Zentralblatt fiir Bibliothekswesen (und Beihefte),

3
3

26

Periodicals purchased,
Periodicals presented,
Periodicals loaned or deposited,
Periodicals, Total,

66

ss
8
132

Volumes purchased,
Volumes presented,
Volumes deposited,

III

Volumes, Total,

217

g6
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APPENDIX II.
LIST OF DoNORS.

In this enumeration, a pamphlet is understood to be a piece of
unbound printed matter less than IOO pages in extent.
Bound

Unbound Pam-

Volumes Volumes phlets ··

Aberdeen University, Scotland,
Adams, Professor Arthur, Trinity College,
American Bar Association,
American Pharmaceutical Association,
· American Water Works Association,
Bates, Rev. J. M., '72,
Beckwith, Rev. Prof. I. T. Trinity College,
Belgique, Observatoire Royal de,
Bishop, J. L., Cazenovia, N. Y.,
Booraem, J. V. V., N. Y. City,
Boston, Mass., City of, .
Boston Museum of Fine Arts,
Brenton, Prof. C., Trinity College,
Buckley, F. J. W., London, Eng.,
Buffington, Hon. Joseph, '75,
Bulkeley, Hon . M. G., Washington, D. C.,
Bunker Hill Monument Association,
Canada, Royal Society of,
Canadian Government,
Carnegie Institution of Washington,
Carnegie Technical Institute at Pittsburg,
Chamberlain, C. G., '07,
Chevreuse, Observatoire de, France,
Churchman Company, The, N. Y. City,
Connecticut, State Library,
Connecticut, State Board of Education,
Connecticut, State Board of Health,
Connecticut Historical Society,
Cook, Prof. A. S., Yale University,
Coudert, F. R., Jr., N. Y. City,
Davenport, Hon. D., Bridgeport, Ct.,

3

I

2

3-

3

3
1'

6
5
3.

2I

I3

I
2

26
I6

5

yg ·
I8
I2 .

28
Bound Unbound Pam-

Volumes Volumes phlets

Depew, Hon. C. M., Washington, D. C.,
De Salvio, Alfonso, '99,
Douglas, Rev. G. W., '7I,

2

Edwards, Prof. C. L., Trinity College,
English Department, Trinity College,
Ferguson, Prof. H., '68,
Fiske, Rev. G. McC., '70,
Flagg, Rev. E. 0., N. Y. City,
Flynn, Benedict D., Hartford, Ct.,
Genthe, Mrs. M. K., Hartford, Ct.,
Georgia, State of, .
Gettel!, Prof. R. G., Trinity College,
Goodridge, T. W., '92,
Goodwin, ]. ]., Esq., HaJrtford, Ct.,
Harriman, Rev. F. W., '72,
Harrington, Dr. C. E., Boston, Mass.,
Hayes, Rev. C. W., Geneva, N. Y.,
Hicks, Rev. W. C., '91,
Hitchings, Rev. H. B., '54,
Hoffman, S. V., Esq., N. Y. City,
Holman, Rev., W. H., Southport, Ct.,
Hotchkin, Rev., S. F., '56,
Howland, H. ].,
Hubbard, Dr. W. S., '88,
Huizinga, Professor A. V. C. P ., Hartford, Ct.,

2

5
2

2

4
2

4I
2
2

I
I
2

lnstitut International de Statistique, L',
Italy, Government of,
Jarvis, Mrs. M. P., Brooklyn, N. Y.,
Johnson, Prof. C. F., Trinity College,
Kilbourn, ]. B., Hartford, Ct.,
Kingsbury, Hon. F. ]., Waterbury, Ct.,
Kleene, Prof. G. A., Trinity College,
Kramer, Rev. F. F., '89,
Lilienthal, Rev. H., '86,
London & Lancashire Insurance Co.,
Loubat, His Excellency the Due de, Paris,
France,
Lowell Observatory, Flagstaff, Ariz.,
Luther, Pres. F. S., '70,

2

6

2

3

I8

2

I

9

3

6
8

29
Bound Unbound PamVolumes Volumes phlets .

Massachusetts, Secretary of State,
Massachusetts, Board of Agriculture,
Massachusetts, Board of Health,
Mears, Dr. ]. Ewing, '58,
Merrill, Rev. Prof. E. T., Trinity College,
Miller, Sidney T., '85,
Moore, C. B., Esq., Phila., Pa.,
Morris, E. B., Hartford, Ct.,
Morris, Fordham, '64,
New England Modern Language Association,
New Haven Colony Historical Society,
New Jersey, State of,
New Jersey Geological Survey,
New York, State Board of Charities,
New York, State Library,
North Carolina Agricultural Experiment Station, .

I

3
5

3
I4

7
I7
3
r
I

I

3
4
I6

IS

6

Ohio Society of N. Y. City,
Olcott, W. T., '96, .
Pancoast, H. S., Esq., Phila., Pa.,
Peirce, W. T.,
Perkins, Prof. H. A., Trinity College,
Perkins, Rev. J .. , '6I,
Putnam's Sons, G. P., (For the authors),

I

l

4

Riggs, Prof. R. B., Trinity College,
Scudder, Dr. Heyward, 'gi,
Shepard, James, Esq., New Britain, Ct.,
Sickels, Col. D. B., N. Y. City,
Swan, C. H., Esq., Boston, Mass,

6

8
I

I

Taylor, Dr. C. F., Phila., Pa.,
Trinity Ivy Board, Igog,
United States,
United States,
United States,
United States,
United States,
sion,
United States,
United States,

Superintendent of Documents,
Civil Service Commission,
Commerce and Labor, Dept. of.,
Education Bureau of,
Interstate Commerce Commis-

S·
IOS
2
2
I

Library of Congress,
Naval Observatory,

2

6

2

5

30
Bound

Unbound Pam-

Volumes Volumes phlets

United States, Smithsonian Institution,
United States, War Department,

2

8

6

2

Verder, Rev. D. H., '99,
Wales, ]. A., '02,
Washington Academy of Sciences,
Washington Cathedral, The Chapter of,
Waterman, E. F., '98,
Weber, Dr. S. E., Lancaster, Pa.,
• Colleges, universities, and other educational
organizations,

2

4

7

97

185

12

31

2

12

Libraries,
Political, economic, and commercial organizations,

4

Railway, telegraph, and telephone companies,
Religious, charitable, and social organizations,

20
10

Periodicals given, as per 1\ppendix 1.,
Totals,

321

4o6

1,186*

*In addition to the Government Documents here recorded, we
bave received and arranged 2167 unbound government publications
which are not included in the year's total of accessions. These 2167
items are in the nature of "advance sheets" for immediate use, and
•they will be destroyed upon receipt of their equivalents in the bound
_series of Congressional Documents.

